
Strategies for learning in writing …
(Many ideas drawn from ‘Accelerated Learning’ – Alistair Smith, Mark Lovatt and Derek Wise)
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We all have different ‘preferred’ ways of learning

· Visual

· Auditory (remember what we have heard)

· Kinaesthetic (remember what we have been physically involved in)

Here is a starter list of strategies you could use …. 

Please let me know if you have any other good ideas …

These activities can be done
· On your own

· [image: image2.wmf]With a partner

· As part of a competitive team game 
MAINLY VISUAL

	Look – cover – write - check
	Look at the language to memorise it.
Cover it up.

Write it out (using Min Whitebard)
Check and correct

	Look – say – cover – write - check
	As above, but say it out loud (auditory)

	Prompts
	Write key words from each sentence.

Write whole sentence using the prompt

	Concept map
	Write the sentences as a concept map … start from the hub sentence, then write ‘spokes’ which relate to that hub.

Write the hub phrases only and try to remember the spokes.  

	Posters
	Create a colourful poster with sentences you want to memorise and put it on your wall!

Categorise the sentences according to the bullet points of the question

	Creative: Mobiles
	Design a mobile - Hang the words in your bedroom! (!!)

	Storyboard / cartoon
	Create a comic style version of your sentences

	Artist’s easel
	On sheet of paper, write the sentence you want to learn on one side.

Then draw image which will remind then how to reproduce it.

Share ideas with partner

	Pictionary backwards
	Pupil / teacher draws a picture to represent the sentence.

Team members write sentence they think it is on the board

	Learning posters
	Create a large easy-to read poster

	Related vocabulary in families
	Put families of words together e.g. transport / places / verbs (Never in rows)
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	Listening to yourself!
	Read aloud your work and record it

	Dictation
	Helper reads aloud (auditory)

You write what they say 
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MAINLY KINAESTHETIC - (physically writing) 
	Translation
	Write the English.

Translate into French

	Gapfill random
	Write out the whole text but leave out words.  

	Gapfill verbs
	Write out the whole text but leave out verbs.  

	Cloze write easy
	Write out the whole text with first letter of each word and dash for each letter

	Cloze write hard
	Write out the whole text with dashes for the letter

	Copying
	Copy out several times – the kinaesthetic feeling of writing will help you to remember the patterns of the spellings

	Physical spelling 
	Spell out the word in the air .. get used to the ‘feel’ of the spelling

	Get physical!
	Spell out in someone’s back – see if they can guess what the word is!

To remember accents

Physically draw and accent in the air as you spell  out the word aloud


WITH CARDS .. 

a card for each word within a sentence you find difficult to learn

a card for each sentence

a pair of cards - one with French, one with English

	Flashcards translations
	Write the English on one side of a card and the French on the other

	Flashcards prompts
	Write the prompt on one side and the French on the other.

	Drag and drop
	Make individual cards for part of the sentence

Re-order the words on the table, or physically in teams

	Make dominoes for your sentences - 
	Re-order the dominoes

	Unscramble
	Unscramble words / sentences

	Make an interactive display
	e.g. a flap which has to be lifted to see what the answer is

	Matching
	Match sentences to their meanings

	Re-order the cards
	Take individual words form a sentence and put in correct order to make a sentence
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All senses - Using ICT (You can author your own sets of sentences then practise) 
	TASKMAGIC:
	

	Type
	Straight translation OR

Prompt word / related sentence

	Hangman
	

	Mix and Gap
	Write out your work and go through the exercises - especially exercises where you build up the work- next letter2 - next word etc.

	Powerpoint
	Make a powerpoint with key sentences 
Set time out function .. you have to copy the sentence before it fades.
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